RASHI NAME
Hindu women have two sets of names. One name is the name by which they are vulgarly called, but the other name, the true name, is the astrological name, the name which you must know before you are able to reason about her qualities or about her destinies, either In this world or In the next. This ordinary name is the apparently Important name, but the rdshi name does not figure In actual life because it is too sacred to be defiled by daily use. The rdshi name Is known to the parents, of course, and the priest, but not to the child itself until she is grown up sufficiently to understand It, and sometimes not at all.
There was once a peculiar case in a Criminal Court. A woman called Rampatia was entitled to a pension from the Government, and that pension was not paid unless she appeared in person. She was a poor woman and every year, apparently, she came regularly and drew her pension, until an energetic treasury officer looked up the birth roll and found that if the woman who had appeared last was Rampatia she must have been ninety years of age. On this, enquiries were made, and It was found that the woman who should have drawn the pension had been dead some years, and that at each previous verification another woman had personated her. They got hold of this person who had appeared before the treasury officer and drawn the pension, and she was put on her trial